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The zoning ordinance in Burlington recently went through some significant changes which 

lessened the size and parking requirements. These changes have been beneficial in making in-fill 

housing more accessible within the City, however setbacks were not been revised accordingly 

to best locate and minimize the impact of the ADU on individual lots. Many cities with 

progressive plans for ADU development throughout the country have updated these 

requirements and others as you will read the examples below as a further step to support the 

creation of ADU’s.  
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Seattle WA 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Tacoma WA 

(1) The maximum height for detached ADUs shall be 18 feet, measured per the Building Code, or up to 

20 feet with incorporation of either parking on the main level of the structure, or with certification of 

the DADU under Built Green criteria with 4 stars, or equivalent environmental certification. 

5. Setbacks. Attached ADUs are considered part of the primary structure and thus are subject to the 

same setback standards applicable to the primary structure. Detached ADUs shall be setback a minimum 

of 5 feet from the side and rear property lines, excepting that no setback from the alley shall be 

required. Existing buildings being converted to Detached ADUs are not required to meet setbacks, but 

shall comply with all applicable City of Tacoma Building Codes adopted at the time of permit application. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Summary 

As stated in the findings “A number of neighboring properties contain detached outbuildings that 

appear to encroach into side and/or rear yard setbacks. This variance, if granted, would not alter the 

essential character of the neighborhood or district in which the property is located.” We believe that 

the proposed location of this ADU  is best situated to maintain the existing character of the 

neighborhood, while preserving the greatest extent possible the open space while limiting the 

impact on neighbors on all sides of the property.  

END OF MEMO 


